No. 9 S-253 : (Extra) September, 1953

NEW PROCEDURE ON CONVERTIBLE
TOP REPLACEMENT

INSTALLATION OF FOLDING TOP TRIM ASSEMBLY

ON EARLY 1953 MODELS
FOR 1950, 1951, 1952 MODELS SEE PAGE 85

In the latter part of April, 1953, a design change was made in the rear quarter area on 1953 model convertible
styles. The sponge rubber filler sewed into the folding top trim assembly at the belt line was removed. In its

place a fapric,water deflect d e qutside of-the-folding top trim. A s al additi sealing
operati i 1/ the 7 ter 5
Current ce\lreplacement fo i S ligs 10 3 m s a s The

following procedure outlines installation and sealing operations for installing service replacement folding top
trim assemblies on early production 1953 bodies.

1. Remove the original folding top

trim assembly in the usual manner.

2. Detach the front ends of the trim
retainers (pressure arms) from the

top linkage, and let armsdropbelow -
belt line. FLANGE
LOWER

1/8? MINIMUM
3/16” MAXIMUM

3. As shown in Figure No. 1, in-
spect the rear quarter molding
flanges. Caulk the flanges outboard,
as necessary, to keep the lower
edges from contacting top material
when top is installed. Lower edges
of flanges should be at least1/8 inch
outboard from upper section of
flanges.

REAR
LINK

-4, Attach pressure arms and check
lateral spacing between arms and
molding flanges. Spacing must not

be less than 1/8 inch nor more than /
3/16 inch. See Fig.No.1. To obtain A . INTERIOR VIEW
this dimension, it may be necessary RIGHT REAR QUARTER

to install flat washer shims at the

front attaching screws and/or to FIGURE 1

~ re-form the rear links of the pres-
- sure arms.
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CAULKING COMPOUND
DAM

DRAIN
GUTTER

INTERIOR VIEW
RIGHT REAR QUARTER
FIGURE 2

5. Install a caulking compound dam at the rear
end of each rear quarter metal drain gutter, as
shown in Fig. No. 2.
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6. Next, install service partplastic
drain gutters and drain hoses in the
lower rear quarters, as shown in
Fig. No. 3. To install the gutter and
hoses, proceed as follows:
a. Remove rear seat cushion
and back.
b. Remove rear quarter arm
rest assemblies.
c. Cut the service part drain
hose into two (2) sections of
equal length and cement one (1)
section of the hose onto each
plastic gutter (fitting, using
weatherstrip cement.

OFFSET -\

TOP
MATERIAL
FLAP

METAL DRAIN
GUTTER

PLASTIC DRAIN
GUTTER

DRAIN HOSE

RIGHT REAR QUARTER
FIGURE 3
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OFFSET -

CAULKING |
COMPOUND

4-3/8”

/ SECTION
1

TRIM ROLLED UP TO
GAIN ACCESS FOR
ATTACHING SCREWS

ATTACHING
SCREWS

PLASTIC
GUTTER

DRAIN
HOSE

9/16”’ DRILLED HOLE

RAISED

?

FLOOR PAN

oA AL

h. Cut the side panel trim so that it can
be shingled into the plastic gutters as shownin

Fig. No. 5.

i. Drill a 9/16 inch hole through each quarter
inner panel, as shown in Fig. No. 4.

j. Insert the drain hoses into the drain hose
holes in the side compartment panels and seal
the hoses into the holes with caulking compound.
k. Install rear quarter arm rest assemblies.
1. Install rear seat back and cushion.

d. Roll the side panel trim up-
ward as shown in Fig. No. 4.
e. Position the frontendof each
gutter at the base of the offset
(approximately 5 inches below
metal gutter) as shown in Fig.
No. 5. Then raise the rear end
of the gutter so it is parallel with
the existing metal drain gutter
and mark the attaching screw
locations.

f. Using a long punch, and
working through access holes in
the top compartment floor pan
brace, punch a hole at each
attaching screw location.

g. ‘Apply a bead of caulking
compound along the two (2)
attaching edges of eachgutteras
shown in Fig. No. 4 and install
the plastic gutter, using suitable
self-tapping screws and flat
washers

NA.CO.UK

TRIM SHINGLED
"'INTO GUTTER

PLASTIC
GUTTER

FIGURE 5
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